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community 03/2019 EDITORIAL

Dear brothers and sisters, 

A number of great events now lie behind us: for several days 
we celebrated the International Youth Convention together 
with our young brothers and sisters from around the world. 
We enjoyed the fellowship, music, and discussions in this 
large circle. I am convinced that much of the associated en-
thusiasm and excitement has also rubbed off on you, even 
if you were not able to participate in this event in person. 

A week later, we celebrated the feast of Pentecost. We ex-
perienced the divine service as a large congregation, gave 
thanks to the triune God, and expressed our praises to  
Him. We also made use of our time together in Goslar 
(Germany) for our first international meeting of the Dis-
trict Apostles and their Helpers this year. 

The concept of ministry introduced in April has been in 
effect since Pentecost. In future we will distinguish between 
ministerial authority and leadership functions. The three 
levels of ministry incorporate the Deacon ministry, the 
priestly ministry, and the Apostle ministry. The five leader-
ship functions are comprised of the congregational rector, 
the district rector, the Apostle, the District Apostle, and the 
Chief Apostle. 

Brothers are ordained into ministries. They are appointed 
to leadership functions through prayer and laying on of 
hands. Thereby we underline the importance of the lead-
ership functions. In future, their assistants—for example, 
the Chief Apostle Helper, District Apostle Helpers, Bish-
ops, and representatives of the district rectors and congre-
gational rectors—will be assigned. Evangelists, Shepherds, 

District Evangelists, and District Elders will no longer be 
ordained in future. However, we acknowledge the past in 
that the brothers currently in these ministries will continue 
to exercise the ministries to which they have been ordained. 

The duties performed by the ministers, as important as they 
may be, are only some of the many services and duties that 
are performed in the congregations. As the spokesman for 
all the Apostles, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of our brothers and sisters who engage themselves 
in the congregations and support our work, not least of all 
through their offerings. We thank you with all our hearts! 
May God bless you richly for this!

Warmest regards,

Jean-Luc Schneider

The congregation  
is alive and active

■
 N

A
C

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l



3

DIVINE SERVICE IN ASIAcommunity 03/2019

The crown  
of life

Dear brothers and sisters, today is a special divine service. 
It seldom happens that such a large congregation is assem-
bled in Manila, and that so many Apostles are present at the 
same time. As you know this is also a special day because 
your District Apostle will take his retirement and a new 
District Apostle will be appointed. That certainly makes 
this day quite special. We make use of this opportunity to 
give thanks to our heavenly Father for all the blessing that 
we have received through your District Apostle. We give 
thanks to God that He has blessed the work of the District 
Apostle. And you have nothing to worry: even if the man at 

“Blessed is the man who endures 
temptation; for when he has  

been approved, he will receive  
the crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him.”

James 1: 12
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The Chief Apostle gathered with 500 
believers at the Palacio de Maynila in 
Manila in the Philippines on 18 November 
2018. The divine service was transmitted 
via Internet so that many congregations 
could follow it
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the helm changes, God remains the same. The goal remains 
the same, and the path that we follow to this goal also re-
mains exactly the same. We follow Christ, and we will also 
continue to do so in the future. Jesus Christ is our Lord. He 
is the way. And He will continue to help us, just as He has 
helped us to this point. 

What is our goal? It is nicely described in our Bible text: 
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he 
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which 
the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” The crown 
of life is an image for salvation. The Bible often uses the im-
age of a crown, sometimes—as here—in connection with 
life: the “crown of life”, or sometimes also the “crown of 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 4: 8), or the “crown of glory” (1 
Peter 5: 4). And all of these images describe the very same 
thing, namely our redemption. This is an image for eter-
nal life, for fellowship with God in His kingdom. In order 
to describe the path we must 
follow in order to attain this 
crown, the New Testament of-
ten makes reference to a com-
petition. Both Apostles Paul 
and James make use of this im-
age. In those days already, there 
were competitions on a large 
scale, at which athletes com-
peted in races and in which the 
victor would receive a crown—
not one made of gold, but in the form of a wreath of laurels. 
With this comparison, the Apostles wanted to make it clear 
that one must run like an athlete in a competition in order 
to attain eternal life and to enter into the kingdom of God.

First of all, a competition requires a great deal of energy. 
In order to attain salvation, we must bring our thoughts 
and actions into line with the will of God. In order to be 
redeemed, we must follow the example of Jesus. That re-
quires energy and endurance, just as a competition would. 
It simply will not happen without some effort. That is the 
first point. 

In order to enter into the kingdom of God, one must sum-
mon up a great deal of strength. People do not simply stroll 
into the kingdom of heaven! This is a competition! This 
requires endurance, just as if we were engaged in a com-
petition. 

As an athlete, one must do a great deal of training. Redemp-
tion and deliverance are not simply leisure activities. They 
constitute a daily challenge! We must work hard on our-

selves every day! We must sacrifice a great deal! We must 
work on bringing our thoughts and actions into agreement 
with the will of God. 

In order to enter into the kingdom of God it will not suffice 
to merely attend every divine service, put something into 
the offering box, pray to God, and live as a Christian. We 
need to make a much greater effort in order to ensure that 
our thoughts and actions correspond to the will of God. 
The comparison to the athlete makes this very clear. 

Those who participate in a competition must do a great 
many things if they want to gain the victory. At times they 
must even give something up, but they do this because the 
victory is so important to them. They simply accept this. 
Allow me to make this clear with a concrete example: at 
times we must make a decision. For example, we might 
hear: “If you move over there, you will be able to earn a 

great deal of money.” Natu-
rally, we all need money. But 
then we discover that there 
are no congregations there  
and that there is no possi-
bility of attending the divine 
services. Then the question 
is: “What shall I do? Should I 
accept the offer? Should I go 
there? After all, I could earn 
a lot of money over there! 

But I might only be able to attend the divine services 
three or four times a year …” What will you decide? 
Some would say, “Oh well, that may be, but I will  
have a better life because I will earn more money.” Are you 
sure that you are going to have a better life without Holy 
Communion? Without the comfort that comes from the 
word of God? Without the fellowship of your brothers and 
sisters? I would punctuate that with a big question mark. 

Just as in a competition, one must also make sacrifices 
at times if one wishes to enter into the kingdom of God. 
An athlete must also be prepared to struggle and suffer at 
times. We are not exempt from this either. In a competition, 
there are also rules that must be obeyed. Every discipline 
has firmly defined rules which must be obeyed if one wants 
to win. This also applies to our salvation. Jesus also made 
this very clear. On one occasion He mentioned that even if 
one were to perform good works, they would be worthless 
if one failed to heed certain rules. He spoke of some who 
performed great deeds in His name, but said to them: “I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practise lawless-
ness!” (Matthew 7: 23). 

It requires strength  
to bring our thoughts 

and deeds into line with 
the will of God



5

DIVINE SERVICE IN ASIAcommunity 03/2019

One of the rules in this competition for salvation is the 
commandment of love. Whatever you do, do it out of love 
for the Lord and out of love for your neighbour. Anything 
that is not done out of love is completely useless. That is  
the rule. This is not something invented by the New 
Apos tolic Church! Jesus Christ Himself established this 
rule! Even if we were  
to perform the most  
fantastic feats for God, 
they would be useless if 
they were not motivated 
by love. 

A competition is not the 
same as a sporting pursuit 
where you can do as you please! Those who participate in a 
competition must adhere to the rules. In a competition you 
are not alone. There are other competitors who do not want 
you to win. That is the principle of a competition. 

However, a competition for salvation is a little different. We 
do not need to compete against others in order to bring our 

lives and thoughts into agreement with the will of God. Our 
only adversary in this competition is the evil one. He is the 
one against whom we must fight. And I can assure you: he 
will do everything he can to ensure that we do not win the 
competition! He will do anything he can in order to win 
this competition in the end. He is our adversary! 

Whatever you do, do it 
out of love for the Lord 
and out of love for your 
neighbour. 

Those who make every ef-
fort, who play by the rules, 
who love Christ, and who 

remain faithful to the end will receive the crown. But we 
must fight against our enemy, against the evil one. With the 
help of the Lord we will be able to conquer him! 

In every competition there is also a referee. He sees to it 
that all the rules are obeyed, and he is the only one who can 
decide the winner in the end. And even in a competition 

Whatever you do, do it out  
of love for the Lord and out  
of love for your neighbour 
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by my own actions, by my own thoughts, irrespective of 
what others have done. We cannot point to others in order 
to excuse our own behaviour. We must accept that Jesus 
will indeed judge us, and He will also inquire into our mo-
tivations. Those who will be accepted are those who love 
Jesus Christ. We will be measured by the degree of our love, 
and by the degree of our longing for salvation. These are 
the criteria He will use for His judgement. Certainly, we 
will not be able to gain the victory over evil in every situa-
tion, but please do not forget, dear brothers and sisters: we 
will be measured by the intensity of our love, by our will to 
be saved, and by our resolve to act in accordance with the 
will of God. On the one hand, this is a comfort, because we 
know we will be accepted even if we do not do everything 
right. But on the other hand, we must take this very seri-
ously. After all, when we look at ourselves, we must admit 
that our effort to fulfil the will of God could at times be a 
little stronger.

We must therefore expend a great deal of energy. We must 
fight. We must play by the rules. We must heed the law 
of love. We must fight against the adversary, the evil one, 
and we must accept the fact that we will be judged by Jesus 
Christ. 

And then there is still one last point. It is not the  
athlete who decides when the competition will take 
place. He cannot simply say, “Oh no! Not today! I am 
not in my best form! Let’s just postpone the start of the  

for salvation there is a judge, namely Jesus Christ. He will 
decide who will be among the victors. He will judge the 
thoughts and deeds of every individual. This notion is not 
very popular with people, but Jesus Himself stated that we 
will be judged by our works. 

At the end of this competition, I cannot go up to Jesus and 
say, “Yes, but look at what everyone else did! They did the 
very same things I did.” I will not be able to say, “But none 
of the others played by the rules either! That is the reason I 
did not play by the rules!” At His return He will judge me 



7

DIVINE SERVICE IN ASIAcommunity 03/2019

Olympic Games to tomorrow!” No. Someone else deter-
mines the start of the competition, and the athlete must 
simply be ready. 

God has decided that the competition will begin now, pre-
cisely today. And we must simply accept that. We cannot 
say to Jesus: “I am too young for this. Let’s please postpone 
the competition for ten years. That would be better for me!” 
The battle begins today, here at this point in your life. Let 
us summon up all our strength to ensure that we win! With 
the help of Jesus we can win, we can attain salvation—and 
with it, the crown.

What does salvation consist of? As I said, this is the crown 
of life, eternal life! It is eternal fellowship with God. A crown 
is the symbol of victory, the symbol of renown. Those who 
partake in the first resurrection—those who receive the  
resurrection body, the glorious body—and enter into the 
kingdom of God, they will share in the renown of Jesus 
Christ! 

District Apostle Urs Hebeisen (South-East Asia) is retired—after serv-
ing in the Apostle ministry for 36 years. In his address, Chief Apostle 
Jean-Luc Schneider brings the District Apostle’s activity down to three 
common denominators: passion, love, and trust in God

However, a crown is also a symbol of rulership and power. 
And it means that those who overcome—those who win the 
competition—will reign with Christ. They will be priests 
of God and of Christ, and will reign with Him a thousand 
years (Revelation 20: 6). 

We must, however, be clear about what this reign signi-
fies. No political power will be exercised in the kingdom of 
peace of Jesus Christ. This reign is not rulership in a politi-
cal or temporal sense. When Jesus reigns, it means that He 
will ensure the unobstructed proclamation of His gospel. 
That is what the rule of Christ will be in the thousand-year 
kingdom of peace. He will rule, and no one will be able 
to prevent His gospel from being proclaimed or prevent  
people from being saved. Jesus is also faithful to Himself! 
He will rule as a servant. His service to man will be the de-
liverance of all humanity.

So when it says that we will rule with Him, this means that 
those who will be with Him in His kingdom will also serve 

Many countries, many nations, and many cultures. It is no easy 
task that Edy Isnugroho (below, right) has taken on as the new 
District Apostle for South-East Asia. At his appointment, the 
Chief Apostle told him how it will be possible for him to succeed 
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Him and mankind with the objective of making deliver-
ance possible for all. They will proclaim the gospel to all 
people. Their reign will be a service to others. 

Jesus once gave a parable, namely the parable of the minas 
(Luke 19: 12–27). A nobleman called ten of His servants 
together and gave each one of them a mina. They were to 
work with the money and invest it. One of them was very 
diligent and successful, and he turned the one mina into 
ten minas. When the nobleman returned, he told the serv-
ant: “Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in 
a very little, have authority over ten cities.”

Another invested the mina and turned it into five minas. 
His master was also delighted at this result and said to him: 
“You also be over five cities.” The lazy servant, who had 
done nothing with the mina, received nothing. They thus 
received differing rewards. One received power over ten 
cities, and the other over five cities. 

If one understands power as the exercise of rulership, one 
might say, “It is nice to have power over ten cities. That is 
better than having power over five cities.” However, that is 
not the way it is. This is not a question of rulership. All of 

CORE THOUGHTS

In order to attain the crown of life, let us fight to 

■ bring our thoughts and actions into agreement 
with the will of God; 

■ keep the law of love for God and our neighbour. 

At times a fight also requires us to do without and to 
be prepared to suffer. Those who emerge from the 
battle as victors will reign with Christ in the kingdom 
of peace. 

them are only servants. In the kingdom of peace, all will 
serve God. But we will serve in different ways, correspond-
ing to our possibilities and abilities. The services we per-
form will be different, but the crown, the reward, will be 
the same. We will be with Jesus forever. That is the crown 
of life! 

And the end of the story is that all those who inhabit the 
new creation will serve God and reign with Him. This  
arrangement remains! They will share in His glory and 
majesty—and will serve Him for all eternity. 

That is our future, dear brothers and sisters. Let us be true 
athletes in this competition. Let us fight every day to ensure 
that our thoughts and actions are in agreement with the 
will of God. That is very difficult. This means suffering at 
times. Let us accept this! 

Let us play by the rule that our actions are to be motivat-
ed by love for the Lord and for our neighbour. We are not 
to fight against our brother or against our sister. Rather, 
our fight is with the evil one. At times we will win, and at 
times we will also lose. We are aware of this, but what really 
counts is the measure of our love and longing. 

Let us take up this battle now. Those who are faithful and 
loyal will gain the victory. Those who truly love Christ will 
receive the crown. 

The Chief Apostle was accompanied by 
the District Apostles Jürg Zbinden (Switzer-
land, left), Mark Woll (Canada), Peter Schulte 
(Western Pacific), and Urs Hebeisen
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Our concept of ministry

Th e concept of ministry is oriented to the witness of the 
New Testament, and endeavours to live up to the work and 
nature of the person of Jesus Christ. Th e Apostles, whose 
ministry was established by Jesus Himself, have the task of 
acting as “stewards of the mysteries of God” (CNAC 7.4.1/
CNAC-QA 421–433). Th us the apostolate is also obligated 
to structure and defi ne the ministerial order in accordance 
with the requirements of the time.  

Source of ministry
“Everything that church is, and everything on which it is 
based, has its origin in the person and deed of Jesus Christ, 
who both is and brings salvation” (CNAC 6.2.2/CNAC-
QA 368, 369). Christians of all denominations believe that 

Jesus Christ has two natures: He is true Man and true God 
(CNAC 3.4.3/CNAC-QA 104–106). Jesus’ person—which 
is characterised by these two natures—and His activity 
comprise the standard for the church and everything that 
has to do with its function and form. For this reason, it is 
only logical for the doctrines of church, sacrament, and 
ministry to be in line with the doctrine of the dual nature 
of Jesus Christ. Th is is to be made clear on the basis of the 
defi nition of the relationship between ministry and person. 

Nature of ministry
Ministry and person exist in close relationship to one an-
other. Th ey are interwoven with one another, so to speak. 
Th ere is a correlation between the two natures of Christ 

Three ministerial levels and five leadership functions. Evangelists, Shepherds, District 
Evangelists, and District Elders will no longer be ordained. Bishops will be assigned. 
A distinction will be made between ordination, appointment, and assignment … The 
concept of ministry of the New Apostolic Church includes familiar and new aspects. 
Here is an overview. 
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and the relationship between ministry and person. Here 
the ministry refers to the divine nature, while the person of 
the minister refers to the human nature.

Ministry and person
In the act of ordination, the good capabilities and charac-
teristics that a person possesses are put into the service of 
the ministry. The ordination does nothing to impart any 
new gifts or talents, however.

The minister works in the fellowship of the apostolate in 
accordance with the will of Jesus Christ. He is a servant of 
God and the congregation, and makes the endeavour to live 
up to the gospel in both word and deed. Ministry and per-
son, the exercise of ministry and the lifestyle of the minis-
ter, are to be consistent in that both are aligned with Jesus 
Christ in word and deed. 

The minister is to proclaim and advocate the gospel in the 
sense of the New Apostolic Creed and its interpretation as 
expressed in the Catechism of the New Apostolic Church. 
In addition, ministers demonstrate their sincerity in living 
up to the gospel by accepting the theological training offers 
of the Church along with other such offers that enable them 
to lead in the service of the Church. 

Although the ministry and the person exist in close rela-
tionship to one another accord ing to the New Apostolic 
understanding, this does not mean that the ministry can 
never again be separated from the person at some future 
point. The ministry does not pass into the possession of the 
person, nor does it leave an indelible mark on the person. 
Rather, it is and remains a gift of Christ, which Jesus Christ 
controls, and which He can either grant or deny. Thus it is 
also possible for the ministry to be removed. 

Ministry and authority
Jesus is the One who has been sent and equipped by God 
with the corresponding powers. “Ruling and reigning, ef-
fecting reconciliation with God, proclaiming God’s will and 
foretelling future events—all of these can be found in per-
fect fashion in Jesus Christ” (CNAC 3.4.7/CNAC-QA 116). 
The apostolate participates in the authority of Jesus Christ: 
“The apostolic ministry is the Apostle ministry given by 
Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, with all its powers, name-
ly to proclaim the gospel, administer the sacraments, and 
forgive sins (Matthew 28: 19; John 20: 23)” (CNAC 6.4.1.4). 
As an ambassador of Christ, the Apostle thus also shares in 
the high priesthood of Jesus Christ referenced in the letter 
to the Hebrews (Hebrews 4: 14). 

Not all ministries have the same authority. The three levels 
of ministry are based on the different powers inherent in 
each of the individual ministries, namely Apostles, Priests, 
and Deacons. The Fifth Article of Faith states: “I believe 
that those designated by God for a ministry are ordained 
only by Apostles, and that authority, blessing, and sanctifi-
cation for their ministration come forth out of the Apostle 
ministry” (CNAC 2.4.5/CNAC-QA 37, 45).

Priestly ministries and Deacons participate in the minis-
terial authority of the Apostles in different ways: priestly 
ministers are commissioned to dispense the sacraments of 
Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, proclaim forgiveness 
of sins, and preach the gospel properly, as well as to per-
form acts of blessing (CNAC 7.9.1/CNAC-QA 452, 469). 
Deacons have no sacramental authority, however, like the 
priestly ministers they have the authority to properly pro-
claim the gospel (CNAC 2.4.5/CNAC-QA 45) and dispense 
the Trinitarian benediction in a word service. 

Authority and the dispensation  
of the sacraments
“The all-encompassing administration of the sacraments—
the dispensation of Holy Baptism with water, Holy Com-
munion, and Holy Sealing—is entrusted to the Apostle 
ministry” (CNAC 6.4.4/CNAC-QA 402, 404). 

The priestly ministry participates in the apostolic authority 
to dispense the sacraments: it can administer Holy Com-
munion as well as Holy Baptism with water. 

Authority to preach the word

“The commission to teach also applies to the proper procla-
mation of the gospel of the death, resurrection, and return 
of the Lord” (CNAC 2.4.4/CNAC-QA 44). This statement 
serves, first of all, to make clear the content parameters 
within which the proper preaching of the gospel occurs.

Proper preaching is based solely on the word of Christ as 
it is attested in the New Testa ment. When it is heard, it 
awakens and reinforces faith (Romans 10: 17).  The word 
of Christ—that is to say, His preaching as it was addressed 
to His Apostles and contemporaries—is passed along 
by the apostolate and the ministries associated with it in  
authority. 

The Chief Apostle emphasises that the Bible is the foun-
dation for proper preaching, and that the Apostles of the 
present have both the duty and capability to interpret the 
Bible with the aid of the Holy Spirit. Priests and Deacons 



11

DOCTRINEcommunity 03/2019

also participate in the authority of the apostolate as con-
cerns the proper preaching of the gospel. 

The ministerial order
Now that some essential theological aspects of the concept 
of ministry have been expressed, we will go on to present 
the minis terial order. It is based on the three levels of min-
istry, namely the Apostle ministry, the priestly ministry, 
and the diaconal ministry, each of which is equipped with 
different spiritual powers. In future, only Apostles, Priests, 
and Deacons will be ordained. The other ministries will no 
longer be occupied, as has already been the practice with 
Community Elders and Sub-deacons, for example. 

Ministerial authority and ministerial 
mandate
Clear levels of authority are conferred upon these three 
ministries. The term “authority” refers exclusively to the 
specific acts (that is, the dispensation of sacraments, acts 
of blessing, public preaching of the gospel) the respective 
minister is entitled to perform.  

A ministry comprises ministerial authority as well as a 
ministerial mandate. The minis  ter ial authority is of a theo-
logical nature, the ministerial mandate is of a canonical 
nature.
■ Definition of minister ial authority: ministerial authority 

constitutes the right to act and speak in the name of the 
triune God, which is founded upon Jesus Christ and 
issued through the Apostle by way of ordination in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
Ministerial authority is issued through ordination. It 
ends when the Apostle accepts the resignation of the 
minister, when a minister is dismissed, or at the time of 
his death.

■ Definition of ministerial mandate: in the ministerial 
mandate the minister is assigned the right and responsi-
bility to fulfil his tasks in the ministerial authority he has 
received, within a framework that is limited in terms of 
both duration and location.  
The ministerial mandate ends when the minister moves 
outside the area for which his mandate applies, when he 
retires, after the Apostle accepts his resignation, when 
the minister is dismissed from his ministry or dies.

Ordination, appointment, assignment 
In terms of content, the three categories—ordination, ap-
pointment, and assignment—are distinguished from one 
another as follows: ministerial authority is imparted dur-
ing ordination. A spiritual leadership and administration 
function is conferred by way of an appointment. In an as-

signment, a person is entrusted with a service or duty that 
has a spiritual emphasis. Whether in an ordination, an ap-
pointment, or an assignment the same value is attached to 
the personal and professional competencies present in the 
candidate. Appointments and assignments can be limited 
in terms of duration.

Ordinations and appointments take place after the celebra-
tion of Holy Communion in the divine service. They are 
received while kneeling.  

Ordination of Apostles, Priests,  
and Deacons
The fact that it is God who designates a person for a min-
istry and that this is the foundation for every ordination 
continues to apply unreservedly in the ministerial order 
now in effect. Ordination to a ministry is an act of God 
upon the sinner to serve both God and man: “Ordination is 
the investiture of a spiritual ministry. It is performed in the 
name of the triune God by the Apostle through laying on of 
hands and prayer. In the ordination, the minister receives 
authority, sanctification, and blessing. It is effected while 
taking into account the spiritual competencies required for 
the services associated with the respective ministry. Before 
the laying on of hands, the aid and support of the Holy 
Spirit are requested in prayer for the fulfilment of these ser-
vices.” Ordination thus refers to that act in which authority, 
as well as blessing and sanctification, are imparted. The fol-
lowing ministries are ordained:
■ Chief Apostle and Apostle
■ Priest
■ Deacon

Ministerial authority of Apostles,  
Priests, and Deacons
The apostolate, in which all sacramental powers necessary 
for the church as a whole reside—that is, the administration 
of baptism, communion, and sealing, as well as the preach-
ing of the gospel—is of central importance. The powers of 
the other ministries derive from the authority of the Apos-
tle ministry. Accordingly, the Fifth Article of Faith states: 
“I believe that those designated by God for a ministry are 
ordained only by Apostles, and that authority, blessing, and 
sanctification for their ministration come forth out of the 
Apostle ministry.”

Upon ordination, the Priest receives the authority to pro-
claim the forgiveness of sins in the commission of the 
Apostle, the authority to administer the sacraments of Holy 
Baptism and Holy Communion, as well as the authority to 
perform acts of blessing—in addition to the authority to 
proper ly preach the gospel. The authority to proclaim for-
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giveness of sins and the administration of the two afore-
mentioned sacra ments is—in addition to blessing and 
sancti fication—the spiritual empowerment conferred by 
the Apostle in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Upon ordination, the Deacon receives the au-
thority—that is, the spiritual empowerment 
conferred by the Apostle in the power of 
the Holy Spirit—to properly preach the 
gospel in a divine service and to convey 
the word of God in a pastoral care visit, as well as 
to dispense the Trinitarian benediction in a word service.

Appointment of Apostles and priestly 
ministers
Ministers can be appointed to exercise leading functions 
within a District Church, a district, or a congregation.
 
Although the Apostle ministry has an inherent leading or 
ruling character—that is, partici pation in the three min-
istries of Christ: King, Priest, and Prophet (CNAC 3.4.7/
CNAC-QA 116)—Apostles can also be entrusted with oth-
er leadership functions. Priestly ministers can be appointed 
to perform leading functions within a district or a congre-
gation. 
■ An Apostle can be ap pointed a District Apostle.
■ A priestly minister can be appointed a district rector or 

congregational rector.   

The appointment is performed by the Chief Apostle, Dis-
trict Apostle, or Apostle—or in exceptional cases by a 
minister commissioned by the Apostle—in the name of 
the triune God through laying on of hands and prayer. In 
the appointment, the minister receives sanctification and 
blessing. Appointments take into account the personal 
competencies (e.g. pastoral, doctrinal, and organisation-
al) required for the services associated with the respect ive 
leadership function. The appointment is not bound to the 
duration of the ministerial activity, but it does end along 
with it.

Assignment of Apostles and priestly 
ministers
An assignment is the allocation of a spiritual service. It is 
initiated and terminated by an Apostle or a priestly min-

ister. It is effected while taking into account the personal 
competencies (e.g. pastoral, doctrinal, and organisational) 
required for the performance of the respective services. The 
blessing of God is requested for the fulfilment of these ser-
vices.

The Chief Apostle, as well as the District Apostles, Apos-
tles, and priestly ministers who perform leadership func-
tions can receive special support by way of assistants or 
delegates:
■ an Apostle can be assigned as a Chief Apostle Helper, 

District Apostle Helper, or Lead Apostle.
■ a priestly minister can be assigned as a Bishop, in other 

words, as an assist ant to the Apostle.
■ a priestly minister can be assigned as the representative 

or delegate of the district rector or congregational rector.

Termination of ministerial mandate  
and ministerial authority
The ministry—along with both its components of minis-
terial authority and ministerial mandate—can come to an 
end in various ways. Only the minis terial mandate is ended 
by way of retirement, while both the ministerial author ity 
as well as the ministerial mandate are terminated in the 
event of a resignation or dismissal from ministry.
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