








5

DIVINE SERVICE in EUROPEcommunity 04/2016

you were all alone, just a lone soldier? What would we be 
without this fellowship of the believers, the fellowship of 
God’s children, this wonderful community to which we be-
long? This is certainly worth a thank-you, isn’t it? We thank 
God for sending His Spirit to us. We thank God for insti-
tuting the church of Christ for us, and for granting us this 
fellowship of the believers. And today we would also like to 
give very special thanks to God, the Holy Spirit.

Paul writes here: “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk 
in the Spirit.” In other languages this is clearer. There 
it says: “If we live through the Spirit …” This means that 
we can only live through the Holy Spirit. He is the reason  
that we have divine life within us! This can only come  
into being through the Holy Spirit. And for this let us to-
day give thanks to God, the Holy Spirit, together. Through 
Him—that is to say, because of 
Him—we have divine life. This 
begins when the Holy Spirit 
reveals to us that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God. No one  
will come to believe in Jesus 
Christ merely through reflec-
tion, studying, or by reading the  
Bible. This can only be revealed 
by the Holy Spirit, who is able to grant human beings the 
opportunity to recognize that Jesus Christ is true God. This 
is the first work of the Holy Spirit. 

Through the Holy Spirit we have received divine life. 
Through the rebirth out of water and the Spirit, God has 
placed this divine life into us through the Holy Spirit. 
For this we are thankful. The Holy Spirit also grants us 
everything we need so that this life can unfold within us. 

He grants us the nourishment we need in order to feed this 
life out of the Spirit. How does He do this? Jesus Himself 
said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4: 4). And 
He pointed out: “Blessed are those who hear the word of 
God and keep it” (Luke 11: 28).  This means that we cannot 
just read the word of God. We must hear it! In order for it 
to develop within us, the divine life requires the word of the 
sermon. This is not an invention by the Church. This is a  
divine truth. That was how the Lord Jesus defined it. Bles
sed are those who hear the word of God! 

To be able to understand the written word of God in the 
Bible we need the Holy Spirit. The Bible is inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and can only be interpreted with His help. 

There are many people who 
study the Bible. But if it is not 
the Holy Spirit who inspires 
them, they cannot grasp the 
meaning of Scripture. It is im-
possible for a human being to 
understand on his own. This 
requires the activity of the 
Holy Spirit. That which the 

Holy Spirit has inspired must also be explained by the Holy  
Spirit. That is the first thing. 

It is not enough to just read the Bible. One must hear the 
sermon. And the sermon must naturally also be inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. In the past we always spoke about the 
“Spirit-inspired word”. Now, I know very well that not  
every single word that is preached is divine truth. I know 
this out of my own personal and most recent experience. 

The Holy Spirit  
gives us the capability to 

discern the spirits. 
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that has salvation-bringing effects? This could not possibly 
work. Only a sanctified servant of God—whom the Holy 
Spirit has sanctified—can do this. 

Those were just a couple of broad strokes to help us reflect 
upon how and why we can live through the Holy Spirit and  
what reasons we have to be grateful to Him.  

So then, it is all very nice when we sing hymns of thanks 
and praise. But every mother would also tell her child, 
“Well, that is all very nice, but I would like a little more 
than that in response.” 

How else can we give thanks to the Holy Spirit for granting 
us this life, this nourishment, the opportunity to allow the 
divine life within us to develop? By taking in the nourish-
ment provided by the Spirit. He prepares His nourishment 
for us in the word of preaching and through Holy Com-
munion. So the least we can do is dig in, listen to the word 
of preaching and accept it, and partake of Holy Commun-
ion. I have often said—and I am going to say it again here 
today—it is not a question of attending divine services! It is 
a question of our salvation! 

It is simply impossible to enter into fellowship with God 
without hearing and accepting the word of preaching and 
without celebrating Holy Communion. This is not some-
thing I invented. This is divine truth, whether it is accepted 
or not. I am simply a servant of God and can only preach 
what He tells me. And I am not the only one He tells! He 

Incidentally, I still have to apologize to our members in 
Lörrach and ask them to please forgive me! On Ascension 
Day I preached with full power and conviction that Moses 
and Elijah ascended into heaven—and that was naturally 
an error! It was Enoch and Elijah who ascended into heav-
en. Moses had to die, but God Himself buried him. His 
grave was never found afterward. The man did indeed have 
to die. I made a mistake, and for that I apologize. So as you 
can clearly see, not every single word preached at the altar 
is the word of God. 

Well then, what happens with this inspiration from the 
Holy Spirit? The activity of the Holy Spirit confers special 
power to the spoken message. And the activity of the Holy 
Spirit also helps the believing listeners to recognize and re-
ceive this power out of the word that is preached to them. 
That is the activity of the Holy Spirit, and for this we are 
grateful. 

The Holy Spirit also causes the body and blood of Jesus to 
be joined to the bread and wine in the celebration of Holy 
Communion. And only in this way can we celebrate Holy 
Communion and receive the power and nourishment we 
need in order that the divine life within us may develop. 

I will cite one last element of the activity of the Holy  
Spirit. He also sanctifies the Apostles and the ordained 
ministers so that they can perform their spiritual work. 
Without this sanctification they could not do this. After all, 
how are imperfect human beings supposed to do anything 
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tells this to many believers. Let us therefore show our grati- 
tude to the Holy Spirit by taking this food from the Spirit 
and absorbing this nourishment. 

How else can we express our gratitude to the Holy Spirit? 
Well, by praying in the Holy Spirit. This is also something 
very important. Earlier I said that Jesus prayed with His 
disciples. Then He sent them the Holy Spirit. And the Holy 
Spirit helps us in prayer. The Holy Spirit prays along with 
us in our prayers and tells us how we are to pray. In Holy 
Scripture it says: “You received the Spirit of adoption by 
whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father’” (Romans 8: 15). Abba is 
an Aramaic word that simply means “Father”. It expresses 
our unreserved and complete trust in God. 

When we say, “Dear heavenly Father”, or “Our Father in 
heaven”, this means that what we are about to say is char-
acterized by complete trust in God: “I know You love me. 
I know You are the Almighty! I may not be able to under-
stand You, but I will trust You fully and completely!” This 
is a prayer inspired by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore pray 
in the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit naturally needs a little time in order to act. 
It is surely nice if we pray regularly, but at times we pray out 
of pure habit. And that is surely not bad, but whether it is 
always so inspired by the Spirit is something of which I am 
not quite so sure, at least not as far as I am concerned. It is 
also beautiful when our prayers are inspired by emotions. 
Perhaps we feel something very special and then we pray 
quite spontaneously, just on the basis of our emotion. And 
that is absolutely okay. But it is also nice if we allow our-
selves a little more time for prayer every now and then, and 
allow the Holy Spirit to become active, in order to prepare 
ourselves for the prayer. And then, through the Spirit, we 
can set our priorities and really talk to God and say, “So 
now I would like to say what has priority for me, and then 

Apostles accept Holy Communion 
on behalf of the departed 

what takes second and third place.” If our prayer is uttered 
in the Spirit, the priorities will be very clear. And that is 
not something we can do every morning before or after 
breakfast, but every now and then it is nice—I can only 
recommend it—to take some time to utter a very person-
al prayer in the Spirit, where the priorities are very clearly 
established, and in which one can then speak with God in 
complete trust. 

Let us also fight with the Spirit. We are baptized, we are 
sealed, and thus we have expressed our will to follow Jesus 
Christ and fight against evil and overcome it. After all, the 
Holy Spirit gives us the capability to discern the spirits. And 
then it is also important that we fight the right battle, name-
ly that we fight against the right enemy. 

When we hear that we are to fight against the world and 
gain the victory over the world, the impression might well 
arise at times that we are not quite so comfortable here on 
this earth, and that everything is terrible, everything is 
unpleasant, everything is dirty, and that we long only for 
heaven, where everything is wonderful. In that case, we 
would be fighting the wrong sort of battle. We are not to 
fight against that which is earthly per se, because that which 
is earthly is not necessarily bad, it is not necessarily evil. We 
do not despise our lives on this earth! There are some very 
pleasant, some very exalted things on earth. Jesus did not 
despise these things either. He had friends, and He enjoyed 
their friendship. He even drank and ate and celebrated with 
them, and probably enjoyed this.   

No, we do not despise our lives on earth. We treasure them 
and can even enjoy them. The battle that we wage is a 
different battle, namely the battle against evil. This battle 
can be summarized in a single sentence: we fight against 
everything that violates the commandment of love for God 
and our neighbour. That is the proper battle. 

Through the Holy Spirit we are also incorporated into the 
body of Christ. Jesus Christ said of Himself: “The Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20: 28). So now that we 
have been incorporated into the body of Christ through the 
Holy Spirit, then our commission will naturally be exactly 
the same. We have not become part of the body of Christ 
in order to be served, to have others serve us. For many 
believers, the Church has become nothing more than a ser-
vice centre. Well, whenever you need the Church, you just 
knock: “They owe me that, after all. I am a member! I have 
brought my offerings, so this is something they owe me,” 
and so everyone would like to have others serve them. I do 
not need to expand any further on this.  
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Let us do good in all respects. Why? There is a very good 
reason: we want to point the way to Jesus. Why do you do 
this? Because Jesus did the same, and I would like to be-
come like Him. Why else do you do this? Because Jesus 
loves me and I want to return this love. In everything that 
we do, let us serve. Let each one of us do good things in 
order to point the way to Jesus Christ. This applies to each 
of us individuals, but we are also a fellowship of believers. 
And even the church of Christ is there to serve Jesus Christ. 

And how can we serve? We can serve by testifying that  
Jesus Christ rules His church, that Jesus Christ is present 
in His church, and that He is the one at work there. Our 
fellowship is a sign that shows and proves that Jesus Christ 
is present in His church, in the congregation, and that He is 
at work there. Brothers and sisters, please take this thought 
with you. The quality and intensity of our fellowship is the 
testimony and proof that Jesus Christ is present and at work 
in the congregation. 

One last point: let us also grow in the Spirit. We became 
children of God in order to participate in the day of the 
Lord and to enter into the Lord’s kingdom as the bride of 
Christ.  

At times we hear the reproach that all of this is really rather 
selfish: “You just want to save yourselves. You just want to 
go to heaven—and you are totally indifferent to the fate of 
all the other people.” Sure, one could look at it this way. But 
let us look at the whole matter once more in the light of the 
Holy Spirit. What is the objective of God’s plan of redemp-
tion? He not only wants to save me! He not only wants to 
save you! He wants to deliver all human beings who ever 
lived from the evil one! He wants to liberate them all from 
suffering and death. For this He has made a plan, the new 
creation, where not even death will exist any more. That 
is God’s plan of redemption. The next step in this plan is 

CORE THOUGHTS

The Holy Spirit is the channel to our fellowship with 
God. We can thank Him by 

■	 accepting the spiritual nourishment He offers, 

■	 praying in the Holy Spirit, 

■	 following the example of Christ,

■	 loving our neighbour, and 

■	 by preparing ourselves for the return of Christ. 

that Jesus will return and take His bride. This bride will be 
part of the royal priesthood, which will then be active in the 
thousand-year kingdom of peace. That is our belief. And 
from this I will draw my conclusion. 

Certainly we want to help people and alleviate their need. 
But the best way to definitively liberate them from their 
need—the best service I can actually perform for human
ity—is to prepare myself for the coming of the Lord so that 
God can move His plan of redemption forward. 

God wants to help all human beings. His goal is the deliver
ance from death in the new creation. The next step in His 
plan is the return of  Christ. Let us grow in the Spirit so that 
we are ready when the Lord comes. This is not only for our 
own benefit, but is also a service to humanity. Let us thank 
God, the Holy Spirit, today for His activity, for the life He 
has given us, for the nourishment that He gives us, for the 
support He gives us again and again.
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Divine service and  
acts of blessing

What is a divine service?
Divine service is the activity of God upon human beings. 
At the same time, it is a work of human beings for God. In 
the divine service, people come together to worship God, 
praise Him, and thank Him. They also gather in order to 
hear the word of God and receive the sacraments. Thus   
divine service is an encounter between God and man. In 
the divine service, the congregation perceives the presence 
of the triune God and experiences that God serves them 
in love.

Is God present in the divine service?
Yes. At the beginning of the divine service, God is invoked 
with the words: “In the name of God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit”. This invocation of God is called the 
“Trinitarian opening formula”. This makes it clear to those 

attending the divine service that God is present, just as the 
Son of God promised (Matthew 18: 20).

What are the basic elements of the divine service?
Concerning the early Christians in Jerusalem we read as 
follows: “And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers” (Acts 2: 42). From this we derive the basic ele-
ments of the divine service: the Apostles’ doctrine, fellow-
ship, breaking of bread, and prayer.

What is the main content and objective of the 
sermon?
The main content of the sermon is the gospel of Jesus  
Christ, the glad tidings that Jesus has brought the sacrifice, 
has resurrected, and will return. The Holy Spirit speaks 

The Catechism of the New Apostolic Church in Questions and Answers was published 
in September 2015. community presents excerpts of some of the 750 questions and 
answers. In this issue we will look at the topics of divine service, acts of blessing, and 
the forgiveness of sins. 
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through the ministers. It is in this manner that faith is in-
spired and reinforced. The proclamation of the word always 
has the objective of preparing the congregation for the re-
turn of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 11: 2).

What is the duty of the listeners in the sermon?
Before the sermon, listeners should pray that the Lord may 
grant them strength and peace in His word. They are to  
accept the word in faith and put it into practice in daily life 
in thought, word, and deed. They are thus called upon to 
lead a life of following Christ.

What is the only prayer that is spoken in accord-
ance with a fixed wording in the divine service?
The prayer which Jesus taught is the Lord’s Prayer. It is the 
only prayer that the believers pray together in accordance 
with a fixed wording. One version of it is recorded with five 
pleas (Luke 11: 2–4), and another, more detailed version is 
recorded with seven pleas (Matthew 6: 9–13).

With what words is the forgiveness of sins  
proclaimed?
The Apostles proclaim the forgiveness of sins with a direct 
reference to Jesus Christ: “I proclaim unto you the glad  
tidings: in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of the living God, your sins are forgiven. The peace of  
the Risen One be with you! Amen.” 
The priestly ministers proclaim the forgiveness of sins  
with reference to the Apostle ministry: “In the commission  
of my sender, the Apostle, I proclaim unto you the glad  
tidings: in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of  
the living God, your sins are forgiven. The peace of the  
Risen One abide with you. Amen.”

What are “acts of blessing”?
God shares His blessing with human beings in various   
situations of their lives. When we talk about “acts of bless-
ing” we are referring to all church acts that are performed 
on special occasions. Acts of blessing are not sacraments.

What happens in an act of blessing?
In an act of blessing, God turns to a human being  
who sincerely longs for blessing. Through Apostles and  
priestly ministers, God blesses those who request this 
blessing and offers them His help, grace, and compassion.  
The dedication of a church building or place of worship  

for a congregation also represents an act of blessing in an 
extended sense.

Which acts of blessing take place within the divine 
service?
The following acts of blessing take place within the divine 
service: confirmation, adoption into the New Apostolic 
Church, dispensation of engagement blessings, wedding 
blessings, and blessings on wedding anniversaries. Ordina-
tions and other acts concerning the spiritual ministry are 
also performed during the divine service.

What is the function of music in the divine  
service?
The purpose of music in the divine service is to bring praise 
and glory to God (Psalm 150). It therefore has a serving 
function. It can deeply move the soul, prepare the congre-
gation for the proclamation of the word, and underscore 
the word of God. Singing—be it by the congregation or 
the choir—and instrumental music expresses and imparts 
courage, strength, and confidence. In times of sadness 
and hardship, music can provide comfort. Music and si-
lent worship before the divine service help those attend-
ing the divine service gather their thoughts, and prepare 
the way for the proclamation of the word. In the singing 
of the congregation, all present are actively involved in the 
divine service experience. Before the celebration of Holy 
Communion, the congregation can attest to their feelings 
of repentance in a hymn. In the hymn sung during the cele
bration of Holy Communion, they express their love and 
gratitude toward God.

How is the divine service concluded?
At the end of the divine service, all those who are present 
receive the blessing of the triune God. Together with the 
Trinitarian opening formula, the concluding benediction 
forms the framework that embraces the divine service 
event. This makes it clear that everything which occurs in 
the divine service emanates from the triune God.

What is the text of the closing benediction?
The closing benediction is imparted to the congregation 
with the words from 2 Corinthians 13: 14: “The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all!”
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The forgiveness of sins
What must a person do in order to have his sins 
forgiven?
In order to obtain forgiveness for one’s sins, the following 
are required: 
■	 the person must believe in Jesus Christ as his Redeemer 

(John 8: 24).
■	 in addition, one must believe that the forgiveness of sins 

is proclaimed by the Apostles.
■	 it is also necessary to acknowledge that one has sinned, 

thereby incurring guilt, and that one is thus in need of 
grace.

■	 the person must have the desire in his heart to be  
reconciled with God.

■	 the sinner must regret his sins and acknowledge this  
before God in the Lord’s Prayer: “And forgive us our 
debts …”

■	 one must make the earnest resolution to overcome one’s 
weaknesses and mistakes.

■	 the sinner must have the desire to be reconciled with 
those who have wronged him and thereby incurred guilt 
with him. 

What is the wording of the Lord’s Prayer in divine 
service?
In divine service, the Lord’s Prayer is prayed in accordance 

with the words recorded in the gospel of Matthew: “Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 

What does the address “Our Father” mean?
The address “Our Father” indicates that this prayer is a 
communal prayer. When people address God as “Father”, 
they bring to expression that He has created them, that He 
is their Lord, and that He provides for them. They can ad-
dress God as “Father” without fear, in love, and in confi-
dence. 

What do the words “in heaven” signify?
The words “in heaven” emphasize that God is greater and 
higher than all things earthly. And nevertheless, He is close 
to human beings in His omnipotence.

What does it mean to say: “Hallowed be Your 
name”?
This is the first plea in the Lord’s Prayer. God is holy. The 
believers hallow His name by giving all glory to Him and by 
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endeavouring to live in accordance with His will. This plea 
is also reminiscent of the Second Commandment.

What do the words “Your kingdom come” mean?
The kingdom of God has come to mankind in Christ. With 
the plea “Your kingdom come” believers pray that the nature 
of Christ becomes more and more perceptible in the con-
gregation. Beyond that, however, this plea is also a prayer 
that the future kingdom of God may soon be revealed: this 
will begin with the return of Christ to take home His bridal 
congregation.

What does it mean when we say: “Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven”?
In heaven, the realm in which God rules on His throne, 
His will reigns without restriction. This plea expresses the 
desire that all things may also occur in accordance with 
God’s will on earth. With these words, believers also pray 
that they may succeed in doing the will of God themselves.

What does it mean when we pray: “Give us this 
day our daily bread”?
With these words, believers pray for all the things a per-
son needs in order to live. This plea also incorporates the 
request that God will sustain the creation. In the figura-
tive sense, the plea also requests that God may provide His 
word as “food” for the immortal soul.

What does it mean to pray: “And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors”?
All human beings incur guilt on account of their sins. With 
these words, the believers acknowledge that they are sin-
ners before God, and ask Him for forgiveness. Because God 
is gracious and forgives us, He expects us to likewise for-
give those who have wronged us. Therefore, we will only 
be granted forgiveness if we ourselves are reconcilable and 
willing to forgive. 

What do we mean when we pray: “And do not lead 
us into temptation”?
The believers ask God to help them resist sin with all their 
might. These words also express the plea that God may pro-
tect them from severe trials of faith.

What is meant by the words “Deliver us from the 
evil one”?
This plea expresses the desire that God may deliver the be-
lievers from the power of the evil one. Ultimately it is a plea 
for God to grant ultimate redemption by delivering us from 
the evil one forever. In the Son of God “we have redemp-
tion, … the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1: 14).

What do we mean when we say: “For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever”?
These words are an expression of praise to God (doxology). 
They serve to glorify the Almighty God, and He thereby 
receives the glory He is due. Our view is hereby also dir- 
ected to the completion of His plan of salvation, when the 
redeemed will be permitted to experience the glory of God 
in His presence forever.

What does the word “Amen” mean?
This word derives from the Hebrew and translates to mean: 
“So be it!” This word concludes the Lord’s Prayer and once 
again reinforces everything that has been expressed in this 
prayer.

When do the believers receive the forgiveness of 
sins in the divine service?
The proclamation of the forgiveness of sins occurs directly 
after the collective prayer of the Lord’s Prayer. 

How is it that sins can be forgiven?
Sins can be forgiven because God, as the God of love, sent 
His Son to the earth. With His death on the cross, the 
latter brought the eternally valid sacrifice for the forgive-
ness of sins. Through the voluntary surrender of His life,  
Jesus broke the power of Satan and conquered him and his 
works, namely sin and death. Since then, it has been pos-
sible for human beings to be liberated from sin (Matthew 
26: 28). Jesus sacrificed His life for us so that our sins could 
be forgiven and so that we would not need to remain under 
the rule of sin.

Who forgives sins?
It is the triune God who forgives sins. On their own, human 
beings are incapable of forgiving sins or being liberated 
from sin. “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not 
impute sin” (Romans 4: 8).

What are the effects of the forgiveness of sins?
Forgiveness of sins cleanses us of sin and cancels out the 
guilt that exists with respect to God. The believers whose 
sins have been forgiven are assured of the peace of Jesus 
Christ with the words: “The peace of the Risen One abide 
with you!” If this peace is absorbed believingly in the heart, 
all fear of the consequences of sin will retreat. Irrespective 
of the forgiveness of sins, a person remains accountable for 
the consequences and responsibilities that have come about 
through his sinful conduct, whether they are of a material 
or legal nature.


