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Unity
■ NAC International

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Many of the trips I take leave a lasting and especially beautiful impression, and on the way home I often think about
how exciting, interesting, and diverse our Church is!
But this diversity does not always make things easy. We are
at home in almost all countries of the world, speak hundreds of languages, come from the most diverse cultures,
and have our own opinions.

■

For Jesus Christ, however, it is important that we are one.
He even prayed for this in a special moment, shortly before
He was arrested.

■

But how is this supposed to work? We cannot achieve this
on our own, but we can do it with God. The best example
for oneness is the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

■

■
■
■

■

They want the same.
They share everything.
They do not speak much about themselves but testify of
the others.
And together they work toward the same goal.

we share everything with Him. His thoughts are our
thoughts. His feelings are our feelings. His friends are
our friends.
we bear witness of Jesus Christ. When we do this, we
do not speak so much about our own deeds, but speak
about the things He has done, about His love and His
sacrifice.
we work with Him toward His goal. Let us engage ourselves together with Him in His work.

Unity does not mean that we all have to become the same.
It is not required that we give up our personality, our tradition, or our culture. We are all different, but have one and
the same will: we follow Jesus Christ.
Dear brothers and sisters, let us stick together in good and
in bad times. Let us unite ourselves in praising and worshipping God instead of criticizing each other, and let us
pool our strengths to serve the Lord.

And how do we manage to become one in this way? The
first step was taken by Jesus Christ Himself. He became
man in order to share everything with us. He gave us His
life. Through the baptism with water and the Spirit He lives
in us. And through Holy Communion His life can unfold
in us.

Yours sincerely

The rest is up to us. We have to make sure that God really
lives in us. The more we are united with Jesus Christ, the
easier it is to be united among each other. Let us work on
this so that
■ we want the same as He does. He wants us to enter into
eternal fellowship with Him.

Jean-Luc Schneider
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■ NAC Zambia

71,000 people attended the Pentecost service
at the National Heroes Stadium in Lusaka. Many
more around the world watched a satellite
broadcast in their home congregations

Pentecost
2015
Revelation 22: 17

“And the Spirit and the bride
say, ‘Come!’”
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My dear brothers and sisters, and dear guests, it is a great
joy to celebrate this Pentecost feast here in Lusaka in
Zambia. Nearly all Apostles from Africa are present. And
yesterday we praised and thanked God for His grace, because God has blessed His work here in Zambia and in
Africa, and the work has had a wonderful development on
this continent. Thousands of congregations are connected
with us all over the world. And our wish is to share with
them our joy. May they feel the joy in Christ that lives in
our hearts here in Lusaka.

Dear brothers and sisters here in the stadium and in
the connected congregations, first we will listen to a Bible
reading. For this year’s Pentecost we will hear a passage
from the prophet Joel and another one from Ephesians.
“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My
Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men
shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days” (Joel
2: 28–29).

I am aware that in some
Our joy in Christ is based on
places, in some hearts, there
“For this reason I bow my knees
be a hint of sadness
to the Father of our Lord Jesus
our trust in God. And the stronger might
when brothers and sisters
Christ, from whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is
our trust in God is, the bigger our look at the African continent
and see that there are so many
named, that He would grant
joy in Christ is.
children of God here. Some
you, according to the riches of
may be a little sad, thinking,
His glory, to be strengthened
with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ “Why do they have such a blessing in Zambia and we
may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being are such a small number?” It is a fact that in many
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend other African countries there are far fewer members. That
with all the saints what is the width and length and depth is also the case in Europe. And sometimes the membership
and height—to know the love of Christ which passes know- is even on the decline. And then one could be sad, thinking,
ledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now “What is wrong with us?”
to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, Think of the history of the church. It began in Jerusalem
to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all genera- with the pouring out of the Spirit. And then the church began to grow. After a certain time there were more Christians
tions, forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3: 14–21).
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in western Asia than in Jerusalem. And one could have and follow Jesus and remain faithful until the end. We do
thought, “Oh, did Jesus lose the battle in Jerusalem? Now not want all of these considerations to dampen our joy in
there are more Christians elsewhere.” And then the church Christ.
developed in Europe. And there were many Christians,
and later on many New Apostolic Christians. Did Jesus Our joy in Christ is based on our trust in God. And the
lose the battle in Asia? Today there are more New Apos- stronger our trust in God is the bigger our joy in Christ is.
tolic Christians in Africa than in Europe. What is wrong Apostle Paul once wrote the following to the Corinthians.
with that? We have to keep in mind that for God such “God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted benotions as countries, borders, or tribes are not relevant. yond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
Paul said, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it”
slave nor free, there is nei(1 Corinthians 10: 13). That
ther male nor female; for you
is a wonderful description
are all one in Christ Jesus” Those belonging to the bride of Christ of the trust in God. We trust
(Galatians 3: 28). All of these
in the faithfulness of God.
are filled with the Holy Spirit.
notions do not matter for
“Temptation” here means
God. What is important is
all the tribulations we have
So they say to everybody as well,
that those who are called by
to go through. And God is
“Come as you are. God loves you
God answer this call, believe,
faithful and promises us in
and remain faithful until the
all the tribulations we have
and so do I! Whoever you are,
end. That is important. Don’t
to go through, “I will make
God wants you to be saved.”
let these thoughts dampen
you a way of escape.” What
our joy in Christ.
is this way of escape? That
is some spectacular miracle.
In Africa and some other countries some are sad because This way of escape is the presence and activity of the Holy
they have to live their faith in very difficult conditions. Be- Spirit in the church. That is the way of escape God prepares
cause of the great number of children of God, for instance, for us. Pentecost is the feast of joy of the presence and acthey cannot afford to have well-fitted church buildings. tivity of the Holy Spirit in the church.
Sometimes they have no buildings at all and lack the most
basic material in the church. And when they look at Europe My dear brothers and sisters, let us trust in the power of the
or at South Africa, they could think, “They have such won- Holy Spirit. That is the basis of our joy in Christ. The Holy
derful churches, and we have to live in such difficult con- Spirit is present and active in the church of Christ. Wherditions.” I can understand these thoughts too. But, brothers ever the gospel is proclaimed, the Holy Spirit is at work.
and sisters, don’t forget that the material conditions are not Wherever in the church of Christ the gospel is proclaimed,
important; they are not decisive for salvation. What is deci- the Holy Spirit is present and active. And we trust the
sive is that those who are called answer this call, and believe power of the Holy Spirit also in this respect: the gospel will
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The Bible reading at the beginning of the service from the book of Joel and the letter to
the Ephesians was done by a sister and a brother
2–4| The music delighted and inspired everyone: the choir, the members of the orchestra,
the Chief Apostle, and the listeners

be proclaimed until the end. By the end of the kingdom
of peace, all of mankind will have heard the good news, the
gospel.

That is the power of the Holy Spirit in baptism. He provides the Christian with the strength he needs to fight
the battle against sin. We do not need to obey the evil one.
We have the strength needed to fight the battle against
him. We are no longer slaves of the evil one. We have the
power to resist and say, “No, I don’t need to become a tool
of the evil one.” In James it says, “Resist the devil and he
will flee from you” (James 4: 7). And that is a joy in Christ
that every Christian, every faithful Christian, can experience, because through baptism with water he has received
the strength he needs to fight this battle and to resist the
Devil.

The Holy Spirit is active in the church of Christ through
Holy Baptism with water. The Holy Spirit calls man to,
“Come to God!”, and those who believe in Jesus Christ can
be baptized with water. The Holy Spirit calls through Holy
Baptism with water, “Come, enter the church of Christ and
become a member on the body of Christ.” Through the activity of the Holy Spirit in Holy Baptism, God provides the
strength we need to fight the battle against sin.
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in Holy Communion in a small congregation in Australia
and in a big one in Zambia or Cape Town. The power of
the Holy Spirit is not dependent on the number of people gathering. Whenever children of God celebrate Holy
Communion, Jesus is present through the Holy Spirit. That
is the foundation of our joy in Christ.

The power of the Holy Spirit comes to its full expression
through the Apostle ministry. Jesus has sent His Apostles to
call the souls who are elected to become part of the bride of
Christ. Together the people who are elected are to become
part of the royal priesthood. And once again, let us trust
the power of the Holy Spirit. All those who are elected by
God to become part of the bride of Christ will be called by
the Apostle ministry. They will be sealed by the Apostles
and this is how the bride will be prepared. There is absolutely no doubt about it. Let us trust in the Holy Spirit and
His power. Then we can feel the full joy in Christ knowing
that whatever happens the bride will be prepared by the
Apostles.

“And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come’!” The bridal
congregation is characterized by her love for Christ. The
faithful long for the fellowship with Christ. Their first wish
is to be with Jesus. That is why they pray and plead, “Please
come!”

We can experience the power of the Holy Spirit in Holy
Communion. The Holy Spirit calls us through Holy
Communion, “Come and enter the fellowship of the Risen
One!” When the congregation celebrates Holy Communion, the power of the Holy Spirit makes it possible that Jesus
Christ is truly present in the elements of Holy Communion.
This power is not dependent on where Holy Communion
is celebrated or under which circumstances. We can experience the presence of Christ in Holy Communion in a congregation in a refugee camp as well as in one of our beautiful churches. One can experience the presence of Christ

Right: The Chief Apostle called District Apostles Barnes,
Tshisekedi, and Ehrich to assist. Pictured here is Tshitshi
Tshisekedi (left) with an interpreter
Bottom: Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider during the
closing prayer at the end of the service

Above: District Apostles Michael Deppner,
Michael Ehrich, Joseph Ekhuya, Markus
Fehlbaum, and Urs Hebeisen (left to right)
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A day before the service, on Saturday, the African Apostles, the District Apostles
and District Apostle Helpers gathered for this group photo

for those who have left the fold—as Jesus did. The bride
calls those who have left the flock, “Please come back! Maybe you have been disappointed by one of us. We are sorry,
please forgive us. But come back to Jesus!”

But it says here, “The Spirit and the bride …” That is another characteristic of the bridal congregation: the souls
belonging to the congregation of the bride are filled with
the Holy Spirit. Their thoughts, words, and their actions are
guided by the Holy Spirit. Hence they say the same thing as
the Holy Spirit.

Dear brothers and sisters, these are a few thoughts for this
Pentecost feast. We do not want sad thoughts to dampen
our joy in Christ. We can experience the power of the Holy
Spirit, and we trust this power because it will be proclaimed
until the end.

We have heard that the Holy Spirit tells everybody, “Come,
God loves you!” And those belonging to the bride of Christ
are filled with the Holy Spirit. So they say to everybody as
well, “Come, God loves you. Come as you are. God loves
you and so do I! Whoever you are, God wants you to be
saved.”

CORE THOUGHTS

Filled with the Holy Spirit the bridal congregation calls
everybody, “Come, God has forgiven you and so have we.”
Can this call be heard in our congregations?

The presence of the Holy Spirit can be experienced
there where the gospel is proclaimed, where the
sacraments are administered, and where the bride
of Christ is being prepared through the Apostles.

Where the souls are filled with the Holy Spirit, one can hear
and see that on account of the power of the Holy Spirit they
are able to tell their neighbour, “Come, I have forgiven you.”
The bride is longing for unity and reconciliation, and because the bride wants to become like Jesus Christ, she looks
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Man in need of
redemption
In September this year, the Catechism of the New Apostolic Church in Questions and
Answers will be published in book form. community presents excerpts of some of the
750 questions and answers. In this issue we will look at man’s need of redemption and
God’s commandments.

Why are human beings in need of redemption?
Since the fall into sin, all human beings have been sinners:
they have been tempted to sin by the evil one. No human
being can live without sin. Each one is mired in sin. It is
from this condition that God desires to liberate—in other
words, redeem—mankind.

For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil”
(Genesis 3: 4, 5). Adam and Eve gave in to temptation. They
rebelled against God, transgressed His commandment, and
ate of the fruit of the tree. This disobedience toward God is
described as the fall into sin.

What does “redemption” mean?
The original meaning of “redemption” had to do with the
act of untying ropes and shackles. In the context of the
sacrifice of Jesus, “redemption” refers to the liberation of
human beings bound by the shackles of the evil one.

What were the consequences for mankind of the
fall into sin?
The fall into sin brought about changes in the lives of
human beings, which they could not reverse. They began to
be afraid of God and hid themselves from Him. The relationship of human beings toward one another also suffered,
as did their relationship with the creation. Since then, the life
of man has been filled with toil—and has been limited. “For
dust you are, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3: 19).
Another consequence of the fall into sin was the separation
between mankind and God: God drove the first two human
beings from the garden of Eden (cf. Genesis 3: 23–24).

What is related in Holy Scripture concerning the
fall into sin?
God had commanded Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, which stood in the middle of the garden of Eden. God also made them aware of
the consequences of breaking this commandment, “For
in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis
2: 17). The Devil influenced the first human beings and
awakened doubt in God’s word, “You will not surely die.

“Therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to
till the ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the
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man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way
to the tree of life” (Genesis 3: 23–24).

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and
men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all”
(1 Timothy 2: 5, 6).

What is the distinction between sin and guilt?
Sin is absolute. It can therefore not be relativized. It separates from God. By contrast we may assume that God, in
His righteousness and mercy, assesses the degree of guilt
an individual incurs with Him through sin differently in
each case.

How can salvation be attained today?
No one can attain salvation on his own. Human beings
attain salvation by believing in Jesus Christ and availing
themselves of the sacraments and the word of God, which
Jesus Christ has made available for the salvation of the
world.

What is the task of the believer?
Human beings are called upon to accept God’s word, trust
in it, and act in accordance with it. Jesus Christ demanded,
“You believe in God, believe also in Me” (John 14: 1). He
promised that “whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life” (John 3: 16). He also emphasized
the consequence of unbelief in all its implications, “For if
you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins”
(John 8: 24).

What form of salvation will the bridal congregation
experience at the return of Christ?
The bridal congregation will already enter into eternal
fellowship with God at the return of Christ in the marriage
feast in heaven.

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God” (Romans 10: 17).

What does election signify from the perspective of
the gospel?
From the perspective of the gospel, election is a gift of
God’s love. Human beings have the freedom to decide
whether to accept or reject this gift. Election by God does
not mean that the actions of human beings are predetermined.

When will God’s plan of salvation be fulfilled?
According to Holy Scripture, the plan of salvation will be
fulfilled in the new creation.

What is the foundation for salvation?
Jesus Christ is the author of eternal salvation, “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him” (Hebrews 5: 9). He is the only
Mediator between God and man (cf. 1 Timothy 2: 5).
Acts 4: 12 attests, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.” Jesus Christ is the Saviour sent by
God. He is the Redeemer who has conquered sin. In Him
human beings find salvation from the harm caused by sin:
the sacrifice that Jesus brought on the cross makes liberation from sin—and the undoing of permanent separation
from God—possible.

What is the result of accepting this election?
God elects human beings for their own salvation as well
as the salvation of others. Whenever God elects anyone,
there is a certain task or responsibility associated with
it. Acceptance of one’s election in faith means following
Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, conscientiously. This
involves arranging one’s life in accordance with the gospel. This attracts the blessing of God. Election also has
effects for the future: when Jesus Christ establishes His
kingdom of peace, the royal priesthood will proclaim the
glad tidings of salvation in Christ to all human beings.
Those who partake in the first resurrection are elected to
this task.

Mediator: On the one hand Jesus Christ is a Mediator in the
sense that He mediates between God and mankind. This means
that He represents mankind before God, and God before mankind. He is the Advocate of mankind before God, and acquaints
human beings with the divine will. On the other hand, as Mediator He is also the way of salvation that leads back into fellowship with God.
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Editor: Peter Johanning
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God’s commandments
In the parable of the Good Samaritan (cf. Luke 10: 25–37),
Jesus illustrated that loving one’s neighbour involves being
merciful and acting accordingly. Just how seriously Jesus
meant these words can be inferred from His exhortation to
even love one’s enemies.

What is the function of God’s commandments?
God has given commandments to mankind. In them He
proclaims His will for the benefit of mankind. The commandments bring to expression how human beings should
structure their relationship with God. In addition, the commandments are the foundation for positive relationships
between human beings.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour
and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be
sons of your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5: 43–45).

With what attitude should human beings obey the
commandments of God?
Those who recognize God in faith as the Almighty, Omniscient, and Loving One will inquire into His will, and will
endeavour to align their thoughts and actions with the will
of God, that is, in accordance with His commandments. In
the knowledge that God gave the commandments out of
love for mankind, the commandments are not fulfilled out
of fear of punishment, but out of love for God.

Who is this “neighbour”?
On the one hand, the example of the Good Samaritan
demonstrates that this neighbour is anyone who is in need.
On the other hand, the neighbour can also be the one who
helps. Our neighbour can be anyone with whom we come
into contact.

What is the greatest commandment?
When asked which was the “greatest commandment in
the law”, Jesus responded with two quotations from the
Mosaic Law, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This
is the first and great commandment. And the second is
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets”
(Matthew 22: 36–40). The commandment to love God and
one’s neighbour is also known as the “dual commandment
of love”.

How is the love for one’s neighbour to be revealed
in the congregation?
That which Jesus taught His Apostles also applies to the
congregation, “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another as I have loved you … By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13: 34–35). This instruction to His disciples
thus even transcends the “golden rule”. The commandment
to love one’s neighbour, to support one’s fellow human
being and help in situations of need, should be especially
evident in the congregation, “Let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians
6: 10). All who belong to the congregation have a duty
to treat one another with sincere compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience.

What does the commandment to love one’s neighbour demand?
The commandment requires human beings to treat all
other human beings with love. It sets clear limits to egoism.

11

community 03/2015

DOCTRINE

What does the First Commandment mean for us
today?
The First Commandment calls upon us to honour God out
of love. We worship God in adoration, obedience, and the
fear of God. The fear of God develops from our love for
God. It is not an expression of fear, but of humbleness, love,
and trust in God. It is important to accept God as He has
appeared to the world: in Jesus Christ (cf. John 14: 9). It
is a violation of this commandment to make a god, as it
were, of power, honour, money, idols, or even one’s own
person, to which all other things are subordinate. Likewise, it is a violation of the First Commandment to develop
conceptions of God based on our own wishes or views. It
is also a violation against this commandment to see gods
in statues, trees, natural phenomena, etc. Beyond that,
other acts that contradict the First Commandment include
Satanism, fortune telling, magic, witchcraft, spiritualism,
and necromancy.

What is the text of the Ten Commandments?
The First Commandment: “I am the Lord your God. You
shall have no other gods before Me.”
The Second Commandment: “You shall not take the name
of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him
guiltless who takes His name in vain.”
The Third Commandment: “Remember the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy.”
The Fourth Commandment: “Honour your father and your
mother, that your days may be long upon the land which
the Lord your God is giving you.”
The Fifth Commandment: “You shall not murder.”
The Sixth Commandment: “You shall not commit adultery.”
The Seventh Commandment: “You shall not steal.”
The Eighth Commandment: “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.”
The Ninth Commandment: “You shall not covet your
neighbour’s house.”
The Tenth Commandment: “You shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your
neighbour’s.”

The term “magic” is derived from the Greek and translates to
mean “sorcery”, or “illusion”. Magic also incorporates the notion that one can influence or control people, animals, and even
events and objects by way of specific actions (rituals) and/or
words (magical formulas). Magic is often associated with the
evil one.

The designation “Ten Commandments” or “Decalogue” is derived from the biblical formulation “ten words” (deka logoi) in
Exodus 34: 28 and Deuteronomy 10: 4. The Bible firmly establishes the count of the commandments at ten, but does not number them. This has led to differing ways of counting them. The
counting method in use in the New Apostolic Church dates back
to a tradition from the fourth century AD.

Fortune-tellers are people who are convinced that they can see
into the future or foretell future events. They make their predictions on the basis of mysterious signs which they interpret accordingly. At the time of the old covenant, fortune telling was
common practice in the royal courts, however, it was strictly forbidden to the people of Israel.

How are God’s commandments to be seen in relationship to the laws of the state?
God’s commandments stand above the laws of the state.
The sole deciding factor in deciding whether God’s commandments have been violated is the will of God, and not
that of any legislator.

Necromancy is a special form of fortune telling: those who practise it try to contact the dead in order to ask them about future
events; cf. 1 Samuel 28: 3 et seq.
“Ascribe greatness to our God” (Deuteronomy 32: 3).

What does it mean to violate the commandments
of God?
Every violation of God’s commandments is a sin. Sin causes
human beings to incur guilt before God. The measure of
the guilt arising from this sin can vary. God alone determines the magnitude of guilt. In individual cases it might
even be that hardly any guilt is incurred before God as a
result of a particular sin.

What is the Second Commandment?
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain,
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name
in vain.”
What does the Second Commandment mean for
us today?
We are to keep all things that have to do with God and His
name holy. This applies to our thoughts, speech, and conduct of life. As Christians we are especially committed to
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. As children of God, who
bear the name of the Father and the Son, we have a great
responsibility to keep the name of God holy.

How can the whole law be fulfilled?
The whole law could be fulfilled by loving God and one’s
neighbour in perfect fashion (cf. Romans 13: 8, 10). This
was only possible for Jesus Christ.
What is the First Commandment?
“I am the Lord your God. You shall have no other gods before Me.”
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